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TAGS: ELAB, NU 

SUBJECT: MAY 1 IN NICARAGUA 

SUMMARY: PRESIDENT SOMOZA SPOKE AT A GON-SPONSORED LABOR RALLY IN 
MANAGUA ON MAY 1. HE STATED THAT SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE WOULD 
BE EXTENDED TO THE RURAL AREAS AND ANNOUNCED INCREASES IN THE MINI- 
MUM WAGE SCALE. THE RALLY WAS STAGED WITH MINIMAL PARTICIPATION BY 
THE GOVERNMENT-SUBSIDIZED GENERAL WORKER'S CONFEDERATION-OFFICIAL- 
ISTA (CGT-O), WHOSE IMPORTANCE AS THE GON'S LABOR INSTRUMENT 
HAS 

BEEN DECREASING FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS. COMMUNIST LABOR ORGANIZA- 
TIONS STAGED INDOOR RALLIES IN MANAGUA. LEON AND MASAYA. END SUM- 
MARY 

1 . PRO-GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER NOVEDADES PREDICTED A TURNOUT OF 
150,000 AND REPORTED THE ATTENDANCE AS 100,000. MORE LIKELY FIGURE 
IS 20-30,000 FOR THE CROWD WHICH GATHERED IN THE SQUARE IN FRONT OF 
THE NATIONAL PALACE IN MANAGUA TO HEAR SPEECHES BY PRESIDENT 
SOMOZA AND TWO OTHERS. IT WAS COMPOSED MOSTLY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOY- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 MANAGU 02073 042122Z 

EES AND INCLUDED NUMEROUS VENDORS AND A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF 
SECURITY PERSONNEL. MANY WERE BROUGHT IN FROM OUTSIDE MANAGUA IN 
TRUCKS AND BUSES AND WERE QUICKLY RETURNED TO THEIR POINTS OF ORIGIN 
AFTER THE END OF THE RALLY. 

2. SOMOZA SPOKE FROM BEHIND A BULLET-PROOF GLASS SHIELD. HE STRESSED 
THE GON'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING THE LAST TEN YEARS IN THE AREA 
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OF SOCIAL WELFARE, MAKING SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE OPENING OF THE 
HIGHWAY FROM THE PACIFIC COAST TO PUERTO CABEZAS, ON THE ATLANTIC 
COAST. THE PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED THAT SOCIUP SECUIRYT INSTOTITE (INSS) 
COVERAGE WOULD BE EXTENDED TO THE RURAL AREAS, BEGINNING WITH THE 
DEPARTMENTS OF LEON AND CHINANDEGA. HE ALSO ANNOUNCED A NEW MIN- 
IMUM WAGE SCALE, INVOLVING INCREASES OF 25 PERCENT FOR RURAL 
WORKERS AND 20 PERCENT FOR URBAN WORKERS. THIS SCALE REPLACES THE 
ONE THAT CAME INTO EFFECT IN MAY 1975. (AIRGRAM FOLLOWS). SOMOZA 
SPOKE WITH MORE EMOTION THAN USUAL, BUT HIS REMARKS RECEIVED ONLY 
PERFUNCTORY APPLAUSE. ONLY WHEN HE ANNOUNCED THE NEW MINIMUM WAGE 
SCALE DID THE APPLAUSE TRANSCENT HIS IMMEDIATE GROUP. 

3. SOMOZA'S SPEECH CONTAINED NO REFERENCE TO ORGANIZED LABOR. 

FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW, NO LEADER OF THE GON-SUBSIDIZED GEN- 
ERAL WORKERS' CONFEDERATION- OFICIALISTA (CGT-O) SPOKE AT THE RALLY. 
INSTEAD, LAST YEAR'S PRECEDENT OF HAVING TWO POLITICAL UNKNOWNS, 

ONE SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF "WOMEN' 1 AND THE OTHER ON BEHALF OF 
"RURAL WORKERS", WAS FOLLOWED. THE MINIMAL PARTICIPATION OF THE 
CGT-0 IN WHAT USED TO BE ONE OF ITS PRIMARY FUNCTIONS IS FURTHER 
EVIDENCE OF ITS DECLINE AS THE GON'S LABOR INSTRUMENT. 

4. THE ORIT -AFFILIATED LABOR CONFEDERATION (CUS) DID NOT CELE- 
BRATE MAY 1. THE COMMUNIST-CONTROLLED GENERAL WORKERS' CONFEDERA- 
TION-INDEPENDENT (CGT-I) HELD SMALL INDOOR MEETINGS IN MANAGUA, 

LEON AND MASAYA. 

THEBERGE 
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